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the cost of war. He realized the stakes at issue. He
also realized the sound method of obtaining success.
He showed his teeth. He gave orders to fight. He
called to the Empire to stand up, to protect its honour
and its interests. With that magnificent decision Mr.
Lloyd George threw away office and his own career.
From Malta and Gibraltar and Egypt troops were
hurried. In Australia and England crowds of men
demanded to be enlisted. A guards brigade, squadrons
of aeroplanes, artillery and marines were shipped post-
haste. The Navy gave its cordial assent and enthusiastic
assistance. Admiral Beatty was prepared to blow every-
body and everything offensive sky-high and make the
transit of the Bosphorus and the Straits, even for a
rowing-boat, impossible. In Chanak the local com-
manders were full of belief in success and the troops
had a placid contempt for the Turks, who had never
yet turned British troops out of trenches.
The Turks were hesitating. They were poor troops,
short of ammunition and necessities. Their bases were
far away and the lines of communication inefficient.
They were bluffing. Mr. Lloyd George played bluff
against bluff, and kept war only as a last weapon to
save the Empire from dishonour. His bluff was called,
not by the enemy, but by the Allies and by Englishmen.
,The French assured the Turks that the British would
give way. The English papers shouted for peace at all
costs, and their correspondents, ignorant of the facts,
howled with despair. The newspaper-owners carried
their private quarrels shamelessly into international poli-
tics. The Labour Members of Parliament protested, but,